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Four Issues:
1. Tolerance and Indonesian Cultural Issues

2. The Role of Social Sciences and 
Humanities

3. Learning About and Learning into Religion

4. Diversity in Islam



Intolerance and Cultural Issues

1. Messianic tendency (merasa menjadi juru 
selamat), 

2. False virtue (kebajikan yang salah), 
3. Euphemistic narrative of intolerance (narasi 

eufemistik tentang intoleransi), 
4. Mental construct konservatif, 
5. Delimited pluralism (pluralisme yang terbatas) 



Messianic Tendency

Monotheistic  
hegemony

American 
Democracy

Western 
Colonialism

The logic of mission & 
force-conversion:  
Bringing them to the true 
path (dinul haq), rescue 
them from the hell

The logic of American 
attack to Iraq & 
Afghanistan: Destroying 
tyranny/ despotic regime, 
offering democracy as the 
only “savior” 

The logic of Western 
colonialism in Asia & 
Africa: Civilization

Victorian mind, world 
religion paradigm vs. 
indigenous religion 
paradigm

Democracy is the end of 
history; superiority of 
democracy

Victorian mind  African 
are half-human

Underlying  
argument of 

religious 
persecution:  

“we force 
them to the 
‘true path’ in 

order to 
save or 

rescue them 
from the 

punishment 
of God in the 

hell”* With these paradigm, people torture & kill 
other people,  destroy property,  displace 

them from their lands



http://www.dailymail.
co.uk/news/article-
2745169/Zombie-
chic-Indonesian-
village-Toraja-s-
bizarre-annual-
ritual-Ceremony-
Cleaning-Corpses-
MaiNene.html

They are considered 
“belum” / “tidak” 

beragama, & have 
become target of 

mission 
(Islamization, 

Christianization, 
Hinduization)



False Virtue
Creating & disseminating ”false virtue”, e.g. 

○ Perbedaan ditoleransi, penyimpangan diamputasi; 
○ By torturing them, we save them from hell; 
○ “Coercion in this world would save the heretics from eternal 

punishment in the next” (Frend 1987, 255) 
○ we force them to the ‘true path’ in order to save or rescue 

them from the punishment of God in the hell.
○ “Terhadap badan/aliran kebatinan, Pemerintah berusaha 

menyalurkannya kearah pandangan yang sehat dan 
kearah Ke-Tuhanan Yang Maha Esa”  (PNPS 1965)



Euphemism of Harmony
● We have practiced a good culture democracy, but we still struggle to 

strengthen the culture of tolerance.
● Instead of tolerance, we have witnessed the emergence of the culture 

of intolerance lately:
● Euphemism of Harmony. Harmony is an euphemism of our inability 

to protect the rights of religious minorities.
“By stopping or restricting the activities of religious minorities, we can 
prevent casualties. By compromising their religious freedom, we can create 
harmony. By displacing Shi’i community from Sampang, we can develop 
harmonious-homogenous Sampang again. By forbidding Ashura Day in 
Bogor, we can avoid bloodshed and horizontal conflict” 



Euphemism of Harmony: New 
Meaning of Old Maxim

● Changing the meaning or implementing in 
different way old maxim, e.g. 

○ Dimana bumi dipijak, disitu langit dijunjung. Literally 
means “wherever ground is stood on, the sky is hold 
high”, but it is closer to the meaning “Wherever we live, 
we must observe the local custom”. It is equivalent to 
the English proverb: When in Rome, do as the 
Romans do. 



Mental construct konservatif

• Menyalahkan kelompok minoritas yang dianggap 
menyinggung perasaan teologis kelompok mainstream. 
Mental construct ini bisa diringkaskan dalam kalimat:

● “By stopping or restricting the activities of religious minorities, we can 
prevent casualties. By compromising their religious freedom, we can 
create harmony. By displacing Shi’i community from Sampang, we 

can develop harmonious-homogenous Sampang again. By forbidding 
Ashura Day in Bogor, we can avoid bloodshed and horizontal conflict”



Racist, Sectarian, Exclusivist 
Fantasy

If only they weren’t here, life 
would be perfect, and society will 

be harmonious again.
~ Slavoj Žižek (in Myers 2003: 108) ~



Always Feeling 
Threatened; 

Feeling Under 
Attack; 

Suspicious; 
Jealousy; No 
Trust to Other 

Religion
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The Role of Social 
Sciences and Humanities
(Religious Studies & Religious Education)



What is the 
Role of Social 
Sciences and 
in Humanities 

in the 
Architecture of 

Sciences?



For the Future of Humanities

● Social sciences and humanities are designed, first and 
foremost, to make us “human”.

● in developing skills needed for the future, the emphasis 
will be on critical and creative thinking, empathy, curiosity, 
flexibility, adaptability — all skills that are to the forefront of 
humanities and social sciences… they are the skills that 
the humanities are designed to deliver.



Peran Ilmu-ilmu Sosial

Dimensi 
kemanusiaan 

Kolaborasi 
riset

Kearifan lokal Karakter 
bangsa

Inovasi sosial

Pendekatan 
Multidisiplin 

Social 
digital

Kebhinekaan 
dan integrasi nasional

Penyusunan peta 
jalan penelitian 
ilmu-ilmu sosial

Peningkatan 
kompetensi 

ilmuwan sosial



Learning about Religion
vs. 

Learning into Religion



Religious Studies vs. Divinity School



Westernization vs Arabization
Historis vs. Normatif?

https://www.aljarida.com/articles/14
61798927929296000/

https://www.thejakartapost.com/ne
ws/2010/02/15/westernization-vs-

arabization.html

https://www.aljarida.com/articles/1461798927929296000/


Ayat-ayat Hubungan Antar-Agama

● Al-Ankabut 29: 46 (Wa ilahuna wa ilahukum wahid)
● Al-Kafirun 109: 1-6 (Lakum dinukum waliyadin)
● Al-Maidah 5: 48 (Fastabiq al-khairat)
● Al-Anbiya 21: 107 (Rahmatan lil ’alamin)
● Al-Baqarah 2: 120 (Walan tardha)



Diversity in 
Islam / 

Multiple Islam





Diversity of Islam







Old Comparative 
Theology in Islam

1. Al-Milal wa al-Nihal, 
Muhammad al-

Shahrastani (w. 1153 
CE), 

2. Al-Farq bayn al-Firaq, 
Abu Mansur Abdul 

Qahir al-Baghdadi (w. 
1037), 

3. Al-Fasl fi al-Milal wa al-
Ahwa’ wa al-Nihal. Ibn 

Hazm (w. 1064)

Reviving Mu’tazilah & blaming other religious groups 
(firqah) without any resistance or defence from their 

side, except from Sunni.



Comparative Theology within 
A Single Religious Tradition

Yazidi, 
Druze, 

Ahmadi, 
Alawi, 
Isma’ili
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